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Poland the Austrian Poles were more or less content with things
as they were. In German Poland, there also prevailed a practical
view of politics. Owing to the particular circumstances of each
area, certain differences of mentality developed among the Poles.
It would have been unnatural if in the passing of four or five
generations of Poles in captivity under three different systems of
Government, with their individual policies, codes of laws, educa-
tional methods and other distinctive apparatus of life, those
quasi-psychological differences had not appeared in the three
sections into which Poland was divided. Yet the racial unity, the
sense and the urge of it, remained the supreme factor.
QUESTION OF LIBERATION
Liberation was the aim common to the Poles, but there was
much diversity of opinion among them, not only respecting the
means or method by which it was to be attained, but also regard-
ing the kind of liberation—partial or complete—to be achieved.
The two main currents in which Polish political thought flowed
were described during the War as Activist and Passivist respec-
tively ; Revolutionary and Opportunist or Realist were the names
previously given them, the method of the Activists being the
revolution, which was in the line of the Polish romantic tradition,
while the Passivists, recalling how all former Polish insurrections
had failed disastrously, frowned on resort to armed intervention,
and accepting the realities of the situation, sought to obtain a
better political position by gradual steps or as occasion served.
In all three sections of Poland it was the Socialists who were
the revolutionaries; they advocated and adopted insurrection as
the means for procuring liberation. In 1892 the Polish Socialist
Party—Polska Partja Socjalistyczna, hence known as the PJP.S.
—was formed at a Paris Congress from delegates of all the Polish
Socialist groups. In the following year it established itself in
Warsaw, and in the forefront of its programme was the struggle
for a democratic and independent Polish Republic.
In 1894 the Polish League, founded secretly in 1886, was
reorganized as the National League in Warsaw. It combated the
ideology of the Socialists, and from it sprang the Polish National

